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TACOMA-PIERCE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 

Once a year we like to point out some of the resources that the health department 
provides to our community.  If you’d like more information, or to participate in some 
way with the programs identified here, please call the number listed.  
 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL 
 
 Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria Control: This collaborative approach to preventing the 

increase in bacteria resistant to antibiotics continued in 2001 with production of a 
manual for providers on using antibiotics. For more information, contact Monica 
Raymond, RN:  (253) 798-2873).  For a copy of the manual, call (253) 798-4779. 

 
 Bioterrorism Preparedness: Since September 11, 2001, health department staff have 

worked with local, state and federal officials to prepare a plan in the event of a 
biological, chemical or nuclear terrorist event in Pierce County.  Information for 
providers from the CDC and state Department of Health on disease surveillance and 
treatment has been posted on the TPCHD website: www.tpchd.org.  For more 
information, contact Cindy Miron, RN:  (253) 798-6556. 

 
 Childcare Program Assistance: Staff responded to calls and established training 

programs to provide information on safety, disease control, and illness prevention 
techniques to more than 550 childcare centers in Pierce County.  For more 
information, contact Cheri Singleton, RN:  (253) 798-6487. 

 
 Immunizations: You can check our website monthly for updates on clinic locations 

and schedules - http://www.tpchd.org/cdc/immunsites.html – or contact Cindy 
Miron, RN:  (253) 798-6556. 

 
 Network Nurses: You have probably seen one of the department’s Network Nurses in 

your office in 2001 and 2002.  They bring updates on reporting requirements, 
testing procedures and prevention messages to providers’ offices.  In 2001, they also 
delivered newly-created bioterrorism materials.  If you haven’t been visited or would 
like more information, contact Sandy O’Donnell, RN:  (253) 798-7687. 

 
 Tuberculosis Treatment: Our Direct Observed Therapy (DOT) program was named 

the Most Innovative Public Health Program in Washington in 2001, by the 
Washington Association of Local Public Health Officers.  Using computer and 
telephone technology, TPCHD staff can observe patients taking TB medications 
without driving to the individual’s home.  About 17 people use DOT to ensure 
therapy compliance.  For more information, contact Peggy Cooley, RN:  (253) 798-
2861. 

 
 Youth STD Prevention: Staff hold education sessions for incarcerated youth at 

Remann Hall, discussing STD prevention, violence prevention, and tobacco 
cessation.  In 2001, 216 at the site were tested for HIV, with appropriate counseling 

http://www.tpchd.org/cdc/immunsites.html


and education associated with the tests.  For more information, contact Teresa 
Smith:  (253) 798-2841. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH: 
  
 Clean Air for Kids: Volunteers assess families homes to identify what may be causing 

a child to cough and simple steps to reduce children’s exposure to asthma-triggering 
events.  For more information, including volunteering or scheduling a volunteer for 
an assessment, contact Amanda Odom:  (253) 798-2954. 

 
FAMILY-BASED SERVICES: 
 
 Adolescent Health Programs: Staff provide “Functional Family Therapy,” a twelve-

week course of behavior modification, resource connection, and family support, to 
the youth and their families who are chronically truant or have had some 
involvement with the juvenile justice system.  TPCHD’s program is now the largest in 
the nation, at a case rate of 286 offenders and their families.  Our success rates are 
very positive, including a decreased recidivism rate and increased school attendance 
and rising grade point averages.  For more information on TPCHD help for 
adolescents, contact Ben Cables:  (253) 798-6485. 

 
 Home Visits: Public Health Nurses visited more than 5,000 families in 2001, providing 

intense education, health promotion and prevention interventions.  Depending on 
the need, families were given information about medical care and social service 
resources, information about tobacco and substance abuse cessation programs, and 
parenting skills.  Nurses based in hospitals screened the records of more than 7,000 
newborns, referring those deemed at risks to the Family-based Service Program and 
community services.  For more information, or to refer a family into this service, 
contact Allison Kemmer, RN:  (253) 798-4700. 

 
 Substance Abuse: The MOMS Program, which focuses on helping substance abusing 

pregnant and parenting women, served more methamphetamine abusers than any 
other Pierce County contracted program.  In addition to cessation resources, staff 
provided domestic violence education, advocacy and support to approximately 3,600 
women in 2001 and the program continues in 2002.  For more information, or to 
refer a client, contact David Bischof:  (253) 798-6655. 

 
 Treatment Services: The department now treats 525 opiate addicts with methadone, 

and provides each client with counseling and resource information.  At this point, 
treatment can be provided on demand, with no waiting list.  For more information 
about methadone treatment, contact Marc Marquis:  (253) 798-4764. 
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